UNIVERSAL DECIMAL (Numeral) CODE(1982

India and Asian countries have known ‘Lakh and Crore’  better than million, billion and trillion for financial transactions of quantitative counting, of large numbers. A European understands the ‘billion’ as 1012 (1 000 000 000 000); while an American understands this as 109 (1 000 000 000). The confusion persists and the disparity continues! Is there any solution to bridge the demand for counting large quantities/numbers and resolve the need to bridge”Lakh, Million & Billion’. I propose that a billion be the quantity or number represented by 1010 or 100000 00000 in groups of FIVE (5) rather than THREE (3). Additionally, this shall save ‘ computers’ from providing blank spaces when writing large numbers.


In my several posting to USMA group, I attempted to highlight this need to resolve the disparity.  Simon Steven, the British engineer (1548-1620 AD) pinched the credit to preconceive this, to be followed by Jean Picard –the French Astronomer (1620-1680 AD) for leading to Tallyrand’s initiative and pursue the French Constituent Assembly (1790 May 08) to entrust to French Academy of Sciences – “the task of establishing a measuring system which could be acceptable to the whole world”.  Laplace, the brilliant astronomer, on India’s contribution of ‘Kha, Shunya, Cipher or ZERO’ for place value observed:

“….. a profound and important idea which appears so simple to us that we ignore its merits, but its very simplicity, the great ease which it has lent to all computations, puts arithmetic in the first rank of useful inventions.”

Systeme Internationale d’Unites (SI) as yet follow the old norms of ‘thousand times thousand’ pattern to count large numbers. Is there a need to review this and remove disparity between nations for information inter-change on statistical data, where figures when released must conform to ‘common norms’? I included the need for Universal Decimal Numeral Code in my book: Towards A Unified Technology (1982) as a brief chapter between pages 211-216.


Multiples and Sub-multiples (existing and proposed) for Units & Symbols are tabulated below:

Multiples  


     
    Sub-multiples
	Y
	yotta
	1024
	1035
	y
	yocto
	10-24
	10-35

	Z
	zetta
	1021
	1030
	z
	zepto
	10-21
	10-30

	E
	exa
	1018
	1025
	a
	atto
	10-18
	10-25

	P
	peta
	1015
	1020
	f
	femto
	10-15
	10-20

	T
	tera
	1012
	1015
	p
	pico
	10-12
	10-15

	G
	giga
	109
	1010
	n
	nano
	10-9
	10-10

	M
	mega
	106
	105
	(
	micro
	10-6
	10-5

	k
	kilo
	103
	
	m
	milli
	10-3
	10-3

	h
	hecto
	102
	
	c
	centi
	10-2
	10-2

	da
	deka
	101
	
	d
	deci
	10-1
	10-1
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